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“Las Brisas - Health Care 
Disaster for Corpus Christi”

A growing body of research supports the role of outdoor air 
pollutants in acutely aggravating chronic diseases in children, and 
suggests that the pollutants may have a role in the development 
of these diseases.

Air pollution is convincingly associated with many signs of asthma 
aggravation. 

The science is clear. Pollutants, especially particulates, make us 
sick and kill us. One study estimated that pollution causes 33,000 
asthma attacks and 1160 deaths in Texas. Particulates affect chil-
dren in various ways: stunted growth and permanently reduced lung 
capacity being prominent.
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In March 2008, under pressure from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the EPA lowered ozone limits to 0.075ppm.   

Both the pediatricians and the EPA’s own Clean Air Scienti! c Ad-
visory Committee had urged the EPA to lower the ozone standard 
to at least 0.070 ppm, and preferably 0.060 ppm because clinical 
studies suggest levels over 0.060 cause illness.

In 2008, ozone levels in Corpus Christi exceeded 0.060 ppm on 
34 days.  We exceeded 0.070 on 12 days.  We already have ozone 
levels above what is considered safe.  Las Brisas will push local 
industrial emissions which will increase ozone another 34%.

In July 2006, an analysis of TBDR data found that birth defects in the Corpus 
Christi area were 84% higher than in the rest of the Registry, and identi! ed 15 
birth defects to be examined in the case-control study. 

In 
Ch
biConclusions A reduction in exposure to ambient ! ne-particulate air pol-

lution contributed to signi! cant and measurable improvements in life 
expectancy in the United States.


